Standards Support System (S3) Curriculum

K-8 Mathematics and Elementary Algebra
Overview

The Standards Support System Mathematics Curriculum was designed to provide districts, schools, and teachers with curriculum material that is aligned with the 2007 South Carolina Academic Standards for Mathematics.

The mathematics standards set forth in the South Carolina Mathematics Curriculum Standards 2000 document were aligned with the national standards published in 2000 by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) in the document Principles and Standards for School Mathematics (available online at http://standards.nctm.org/document/index.htm). 
Research (Marzano, 2003) strongly support actions taken by districts, schools, and teachers that ensure that all students receive instruction that is aligned with the standards and with the assessment that will be used to track student learning.

The development of the K-8 and Elementary Algebra S3 curriculum was based on this research finding. 
The K-8 mathematics and Elementary Algebra have the following features:

1. A prioritized scope and sequence that provides teachers with a suggested way to present the materials during the school year. In the Elementary Algebra curriculum, the scope and sequence was designed to accommodate a variety of scheduling options used in South Carolina high schools.

2. An instructional planning guide that helps teachers to make decisions about the use of the instructional modules as well as including suggested instructional resources, instructional strategies, and assessment guidelines.

3. Instructional Modules that provide the teacher with model lessons addressing specific standards and indicators.  

The South Carolina Department of Education recognizes that in order to provide the best possible instruction, teachers need the clearest understanding of the instructional intention of the standards. Therefore teachers have access to Mathematics Support Guides for K-8 mathematics at and for Elementary Algebra at http://www.ed.sc.gov/agency/Standards-and-Learning/Academic-Standards/old/cso/standards/math/index.html.
