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Getting students to produce 
meaningful writing in science is 

like _____ because _______.
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Participants will:

• Understand the importance of writing 
in middle school science

• Use writing strategies to produce 
meaningful writing in science

• Analyze student work samples using 
the SBAC argumentative writing rubric

Session Outcomes
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AGREEMENTS

Take care of yourself.

Take care of each other.

Share your gifts.
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Why is writing important in 
science?
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Why?
Common Core State Standards 

for

English Language Arts

& Literacy in History/Social Studies,

Science, and Technical Subjects
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View Video
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https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/27212199/Conference Session Videos/Concept Mapping with word wall_Middle School Conference 2014.mp4


Explore: Can energy be changed from 
one form to another?
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Proof Paragraph

1st Sentence – Introductory Sentence; Answers  
the question; States the claim

2nd Sentence – Supporting Evidence/Reason

3rd Sentence – Supporting Evidence/Reason

4th Sentence – Supporting Evidence/Reason

5th Sentence – Conclusion 
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View Video
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https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/27212199/Conference Session Videos/Transform Energy Lab Video_MS Conference_2014.mp4


Analyze Student Work
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Questions to Consider

• What might be some feedback you would 
provide for the student according to the score 
he/she would receive using the rubric?

• What are some next steps for student 
learning?
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Chain Notes

What are some things you’re noticing 
about using the smarter balanced 

argumentative writing rubric?

Copyright 2014 S²TEM Centers SC



Chain Notes 
Sample
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Chain Notes 
Sample
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Research in Science
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Analyze Student Work
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Questions to Consider

• What might be some feedback you would 
provide for the student according to the score 
he/she would receive using the rubric?

• What are some next steps for student 
learning?
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Other Effective Writing Strategies

• Two-Minute Paper

• RERUN

• PEO Probe

• Look Back

• I Think/We Think

• 5-3-1
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I Used to Think…But Now I Know…
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The Inquiring Minds: Reading to Learn and

Innovate in Mathematics and Science research

project is made possible by a grant from

Boeing South Carolina, with matching funding

from BMW Manufacturing Co. and the state of

South Carolina.



FYI
This presentation was created by the S2TEM Centers
SC and may not be copied or in any way replicated
without written permission.

Contact:   solutions@s2temsc.org

Visit our website at www.s2temsc.org
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